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“Colored” Carnegie Libraries
• Atlanta, GA
• Evansville, IA
• Greensboro, NC
• Houston, TX
• Knoxville, TN
• Louisville, KY (x 2)
• Meridian, MS
• Mound Bayou, MS
• Nashville, TN
• New Orleans, LA
• Savannah, GA
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“Colored” Carnegie Libraries
ORAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION 2017
Research Objectives
Deliverables
• to document the history of all 12 segregated Carnegie libraries
• to investigate the role they played as places of learning and 
community-making
• to complete oral history interviews with former users and 
make these interviews publicly available
• project website
• completed oral history interviews (audio and transcripts)
• articles for BlackPast.org, journal articles
• monograph (with summary of findings)
• toolkit for practitioners
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Archival Methods
Oral Histories
• 30-40 minutes
• recollections of library and community
• 4 interviews completed (2 more pending)
• recruitment ongoing
• archival research Y1:
• Meridian, MS
• Mound Bayou, MS
• Louisville, KY
• New Orleans, LA
• Atlanta, GA
• Savannah, GA
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Recruitment
• leads/referrals
• info from past news articles
• community organizations
• project website (submission 
form)
• posters and fliers
• publicity: Southern Miss Now, 
Meridian Star, Jackson Clarion-
Ledger, Journal of Blacks in 
Higher Education, and Library 
Journal
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Online Archive
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Project Website
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Project Website
ORAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION 2017
Project Website
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Project Website
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Project Website
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Project Website
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Project Website
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BlackPast.org
ORAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION 2017 
Contact
Feel free to contact me at matthew.griffis@usm.edu. 
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